
 

 

   

 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING, JUNE 29, 2015 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman 

    Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Ernie Paciorkowski 

    Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 

    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in the 

Police & Fire Community Room at 137 Nahatan Street. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minutes of May 12, 2015, seconded by Mr. 

Donohue. 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 
 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD Signs, Advanced Dental Centers, 125 Central Street 

 

Present:  Jeff Paige, representing applicant 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that the applicant is requesting to replace 4 existing signs with 3 

new signs. All three signs will have fog bank colored background, black molding with 

black lettering. The total area of the 3 signs is 41.25 square feet.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the sign request for 125 Central Street, 

seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD Signs, Lucky Mart, 501 Washington Street 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Planning Board that he had received an incomplete application and 

suggested that the board not take any action tonight. The applicant is proposing to replace 

an existing sign with a new 30 square foot wall sign.  

  

MOTION made by Donohue to postpone any action on the application for Luck Mart, 

501 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Adequate Access, Sunset Avenue 

 

Present:  Mario Gomes, applicant 

 

Mr. Porro opened the public hearing regarding the adequate access for Sunset Avenue. 

 

Mr. Donohue read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

June 11, 2015 and June 18, 2015. 

 

Mr. Porro reviewed the application to approve the extension of the end of Sunset Avenue 

by approx. 285 ft. The extended roadway will provide frontage and access for three lots. 

Mr. Porro said that the Town Engineer has provided the Board with comments and asked 

the applicant if there were any comments.  

 

Mr. Gomes told the Board that his engineer, Paul Cutler, could not make it to the meeting 

because of a personal emergency. Mr. Gomes would like the Board to continue the public 

hearing but he would like to answer any questions or take comments so he can inform his 

engineer. Mr. Gomes also noted that there would only be two lots not three.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there would be a cul-de-sac and Mr. Gomes answered yes, that 

he will be building a cul-de-sac. Mr. Halkiotis said that this was not shown on the plan, 

the plan shows a dead end. Mr. Paciorkowski noted they were looking for slope granite 

and Mr. Gomes said yes. 

 

The Planning Board discussed re-zoning this area from manufacturing to general 

residence about two years ago. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that Mr. Gomes had just received his comments and the 

comments from the Town Engineer and hasn’t had enough time to go over them so he 

suggested continuing the hearing until the next Planning Board meeting.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the adequate access plan request for Sunset 

Avenue until July 13, 2015 at 7:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Norwood Ice 

Arena, Town of Norwood 

 

Present: Andy Murphy, Asst. Town Engineer 

 

Mr. Murphy talked about the concerns that were raised at the June 15
th

 Planning Board 

meeting. Traffic was a concern and Mr. Murphy noted that the existing Washington/Short 

St intersection now operated at a Level of Service (LOS) of E or F (poor) and meets the 

warrants for signalization. The projected increase in traffic from the proposed rink does 

not change this LOS for the majority of use.  

 

Mr. Murphy said that bus parking was mentioned at the last meeting and the parking lot 

has sufficient area behind the rink for buses to turn around without backing up. Buses 

will then park either in the rink lot or move to the Coakley School lot for larger events. 

 

A gate was requested to stop pedestrian traffic from the rink parking lot and Mr. Murphy 

said that the Engineering Department does not recommend a gate being installed at this 

time but is willing to address this at a later time.  

 

Mr. Murphy noted that the rink will be operated seasonally (September – March). 

 

Mr. Murphy stated that the Rink Committee is working with the PBC to assist in their 

design for the new bath house.  

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that he would like the operation of the rink from September to March 

added to the Planning Board’s conditions of approval.  

 

Ms. Holmwood wanted to know who would be paying for the signalization. Mr. Murphy 

explained that signalization was not included in the original plans but if they receive the 

additional funding from the State then it would be included. Ms. Holmwood asked if they 

don’t get the additional money from the State where do they get the money for the 

signalization. Mr. Murphy said that when this project started they were looking at 

Chapter 90 funds, so the Town is looking for ways to get that intersection done without 

the State money.  

 

Mr. Donohue asked about the lighting of the site. Dan DiLullo pointed out where the 

light poles are located and noted they are shoebox type lights that cut off the glare. 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to know if there were any plans to rent ice all night long and he 

was told no. The rink would only be open until the last hockey game.  

 

Rick Morrison asked if the rink would open before the intersection is done. Mr. Murphy 

said yes. Mr. Halkiotis suggested adding a condition that states the intersection will be 

completed prior to the opening of the hockey rink or within 6 months of the opening of  

the rink. The same would go for the tennis courts. 
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Mr. Morrison stated that at the last meeting he did not hear any reasons why the gate 

should not go in and it’s a big safety concern of his. Mr. Morrison said that it’s an 

everyday occurrence when the kids walk through that parking lot and the stairs are the 

ultimate shortcut.  

 

Susan Davis was concerned with the added traffic to Dean Street. It was suggested that 

signage be installed diverting the traffic from Dean Street onto Pleasant Street to Morse 

Street to get to the rink. The Rink Committee will post on the web site directions to the 

rink.  

 

Ms. Holmwood was concerned about losing some 100 yrs. old trees at the site. Mr. 

DiLullo went over the landscaping plan. Discussion ensued. 

 

Mr. Porro noted that there were no more questions and asked the pleasure of the Board. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing on the Major Site Plan 

Approval for the Norwood Ice Arena, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Mr. Halkiotis went over the conditions that were discussed and will be included in the 

final decision.  

 

 

UPDATE ON COOLIDGE ESTATES – Stephen David, Trustee 

 

Mr. David stated that he was asked to come before the Board to discuss the drainage 

pipes on Rock Street that were not installed. Mr. David said that he was always of the 

opinion that there was no need to expand that drain because the design of the detention 

basin was significant. Mr. Porro noted that this was agreed to and Mr. David said that is 

was agreed initially but he doesn’t think it needs to be done.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted that this has been going on for years and asked if Mark Ryan 

could give his opinion on this. Mr. David said that he trusts Mark’s opinion and if he 

wants the drain put in then he will do it. Mr. David will come back to the Board with 

Matt Smith of Norwood Engineering on July 13
th

.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan’ 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

    

 

 


